MARTYRS FOR THE FAITH |

Christian Armenians Must Become
Moslems or be Killed by Turks. |

WOMEN THE PREY OF THE ISLAMITES

orty Ghristians Slaughtered at Their
- .

Churc]i‘ Door—10,000 Forced Con-.

verts iIn Mnssﬁcre District.

CONSTANTINOPLE, March 15.—Information
from various points in the Provinces of-
Sivas, Harpoot, Dlarbekr, Bitlis, and Van
shows that the ¢=1:»1‘<::»<:i=:s.'.=5 of fovcing‘Chris—
tians to become Moslems is still in active
progress. While Christian worship is al-

lowed to be held in most of the cities and
large towns, in the villages throughout the
six provinces of the reform scheme it is in
practice prohibited.

In fwenty-eight villages in the District of
Flarpoot at last accounts there had been no
Christian worship held since the first week
in November. This abolition of Christian
worship among a Christian people is at least
connived at by the imperial authorities, for
they do nothing to protect the worshippers
from the attacks of the Mohammedans, who
declare that it shall no more be allowed,
The abolition of worship is simply a part of
the scheme to abolish Christianity.

The name of the Rev. Hagop Abouhaga-
tian, pastor of the Protestant church at
Oorfa, in the Province of Aleppo, must be
added to the long list of Protestant clergy-
men who have died as martyrs during the
recent massacres. He was an able and de-
voted man, a graduate of the University of
Leipsic. He was murdered Dec. 29, when

the second massacre, this time of over 4,000
Christians, took place at Oorfa.

Later news from Harpoot shows that in
that village, at least, some sort of orders
have gone out to discountenance the forced
conversions, When the authorities from
Harpoot telegraphed to Constantinople for
instrudtions, the reply came: *‘* Do not use
force fo convert.” The local Governor in-
terpreted the orders liberally, and even an-
nounced that every one was to return. In
one quarter of Harpoot gll the Christians
had been converted.

In Itsehmeh a certain well-known Sheik,
ten days after the heat of the outbreak,
murdered forty persons in cold blood at the
.door of the church. He invited all the lead-
ing Christians to a conference. Some feared
and hid; about sixty, however, assembled in
the church, when the door was locked upon
them, and then, under the lead of this
Sheik, the Moslems brought cut these men
one at a time. Forty refused to accept Is-
lam -and were killed.

There are 15,000 forced converts in the
Province of Harpoot alone, and 40,000 in
the whole region devastated by the mas-
sacres.

The general character of the outrage and
the uniformity of its methods and the ap-
athy of the officials when appealed to for
redress, all give ‘color to the impression
that there is a flendish purpose in the deg-
radation of womanhood among the Chris-
tian communities. A systematic debauch-
ery ¢f Christian women is carried on in
rearly all the devastated districts. It is as
if the Turks wish to make sure that the
women, always conservative in matters of
religion, shall lose thelr self-respect and
the grounds of their religious hope. They
therefore seize the Christian women, day
after day and week after week.

At Tamzara, in the Province of Sivas,
all the men were Killed in the massacres
early in November. From a well-to-do Ar-
‘menjan population of 1,500 all that now
‘remeain in this village are. about 300 starv-
-ing -and half-rialted women and. children..
Trustworthy information” from ~this~ plice.
says that the most horrible feature of the:
situation of these Armenian  women and
orphaned girls is that passing Turkish sol-
diers and Turkish travelers attack them in
thelr homes without hesitation.

Frcmm Megere, the seat of government
of the Province of Harpoot, information de-
clares that the same license exists in that
province also. Withiil earshot of the Gov-
ernor General’s palace Mohgammedan young
men have broken into Christian houses by
night, and the officlials ‘have refused to take |
notice cf the abomination, o

Because they are Christians the Turk-
ish officials will not protect these women,
but do protect their aggressors every time
complaint is made.

The purpose to abolish Christianity is
pressed forward with the whole force of
the Government by the indirect means of
depriving the Christian communities of
their men of influence who have survived
the massacres. In every town or city where
the massacres occurred arrests of such
men are now in progress. No charges are
preferred against the men arrested, They
are arrested simply at the will of the
Governor. The communities are thus de-
prived of their natural advisers and re-
main a prey to any enterprise which the
petty officials of the Government or the
Imams of the Moslem hierarchy chocse
to inaugurate against them. At Aintab one
of the Protestant pastors, and at Marash
two of the pastors, are thus kef)t in prison
without reason and against all right and
law.

CLARA BARTON REPORTS BY MAIL.

Prep.arations for Relieving the Suf-
fering Armenians,

A report from Miss Clara Barton has heen
received by mail by the American Natiornal

‘and successfully compete with them

Red Cross Socliety here. The report is dated

Constantinople, Feb. 25. Miss Barton says: |

“ Immediately upon our arriving here,
Judge Terrell, with his customary prompt- '
ness, lost no time in notifying the Turkish |
Government of our arrival, and asking an
audience for me with the.Toreign Minister.
This was most courteously granted and
held on the 18th. *~ . .. . .
' We were informed that the permit was
granted for my party 16 enter the interior
to afford relief to the suffering people there,

and that no obstructions"would be put in:
the way. Mr. Terrell at once cabled that
information to Mr. Olney, but the permit or
papers are to be signed by the Sultan. This
is the time of the great "fast of Ramazan,
during which no work but the -ordinary
Jabor is.supposed to be done, and the papers
have thus waited until now._. - . . |

‘““ Minister Terrell yesterday. demanded,
through the Russign Ambassador, that the
papers be attended to, and he —waits in muc}'}
certainty for favorable action immediately.’.

Since ‘the date of this letter cable dis-
patches have announced the signing of the &
papers by the Sultan and the issuance of
the necessary permits and passports.

The report continues: ‘‘ Meanwhile we are
not losing a moment’s time. Dreadful news
comes 1n from the battletield of Zeitoun. 1t
has not failed to reach you, for it went to
the press.

“ 8ir Philip Currie has asked that I send
relief to Zeitoun, and we are getiing our |
supplies ready for shipment via Alexandret-
ta 'at the first moment the papers are 1s-
sued. Our agents are to-day purchasing sup- |
plies to be taken by caravan from Alexan-
dretta. There are always delays of boats, '
only about one a week going over, and this
occuplies a week in the voyage acCross.

‘“ Our dragomen are ready, the Turkish |
guard will be provided, and General Field
Agent Dr. Hubbell will lead the first de-
tachment up into the snows and mount-
ains to hunger, nakedness, smallpox, and
‘tynhus. : -

** We find supplies as cheap here as |
at home, some even cheaper. It is sald that
food, such as grain, flour, &c., can be
found . all through the interior; therefore
we sHall not. -have to transport thérn. -

‘““ Dr. Hubbell will see what need there
is for seed and other materials for helning
the destitute people to raise something for
themselves, We shall employ our custom-
ary methods in an endeavor to assist the
people to provide for themselves as soon |
as circumstances will permit.”

In a recent Jletter from .the Rev. Dr.
Judson Smith, Secretary of the American
Board of Commissioners for Foreign Mis-
sions, Boston, addressed to the representa-
tives of the Red Cross here, ne says:

‘“T have been delighted to learn of Miss
Barton’s .entry into Constantinople, of the
good sucdess of her interview, and of the
freedom which has been extended to the
Red Cross for its gracious work of relief
in every part of the empire. It is exactly
the isgsue which T expected.

““ All the funds which have come into
our hands have been forwarded directly
to our Mr. Peet, We shall continue. to
send whatever comes to ud to Mr. Peet as
heretofore, In the expectation, however,
that such sums will be combinéd with the
sums -which Brown Brothers & Co. remit,
and constitute the one fund which now,
under Red Cross auspices, will he dis-
triibuted everywhere in the Turkish Em-
n re.n

FOR ANOTHER CABINET OFFICER.

Ex-Mayor Schicren Advoceantes the Rili
to Create n Secretary of Manu-
factures and Commerce.

Ex-Mayor Schieren of Brooklyn desires
an addition to be made to the President’'s
Cabinet. He thinks that the mantufactur-
ing interests should be represented, and
favors the Dbill to create a new  Cabinet
position. In speaking on this subject vyes-
terday, he said:

‘““* The bill introduced in Congress by Sen-
ator Frye of Maine, creating a new Cabinet
officer, who shall be known as ‘ Secretary
of Manufactures and Commerce,’ is of great
importance to the manufacturers of our
country, and should receive their especial

.attention. . :

“The suggestion ias ‘made at the ilast

.conventton™ of the National:Association of .
‘Manufacturers, held in Chicago in January.
The asgsociation passed a resolution peti-

tioning Congress to create such a depart-
ment; the idea met with a quick response
throughout the country.

‘“*It is not alone desirable, but is abso- |
Iutely necessary, for Congress to pass that
bill ag speedily as possible, and create that
new officer and department. Many foreign
countries have such an officer. It has been
of great value to their manufacturers, and
developed their export trades.

** The establishment of a bureau of in-
formation in Washington will be very val-
uable to our home Iindustries, and also
assist materially in extending our export
trade, especially with the Spanish-Atnerican
republies. ' We, should have closer com-
mercial relations with thé South American
countries.

P With such a bureau at, Washington our
manufacturers can obtain reliable statis-
tics as to the classes of goods in demand
and prices necessary to compete in foreign
countries, and wiil be able to determine
what is necesgary to he done to obtain their
trade,

“I firmly |Dbelieve, and have always
claimed, that with our improved machinery
and skilled labor, we c¢an overcome the
cheap labor of Europe and other countries,
in-
foreign trade. At any rate, let us be able
to get reliable information of what is nec-
essary to successTully compete. American
ingenuity and Yankee grit will soon sur-
mount the difficulties and supply the goods.

‘““ 1 hope the manufacturers will co-operate
with Senator I'rye, and give him their
hearty support. Let every industry, through
committees, write to the representative in
Congress, and draw attention to the bill
and ask that it be pushed along. Its suc-
cessful passage will be quite an achieve-
ment for the National Association df Manu-
facturers, and will prove the necessity. for-
and value of such an association.”
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